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the hon, wembers sentiments are  ex-
pressed. Thereis not too much sympathy

[COUNCIL.]

between ourselves and the hon. member’s
. dent; and we are all confident that vou,

ideas.
things, too often.
in moving this amendment, and I hope it
will lead ou the pert of this House to a
clear exposition, perhaps on the part of
the Opposition, certainly on the part of
members, of their beliefs in the present
policy of the Government. I thank the
House for its patient hearing.

Mz. A, J. WILSON: I second the
amendment.

On motion by the MinisTER For LaNDs,
debate adjourned.

He has too many bogeys. Hesees

REGULATIONS UNDER WORKERS’ COM-

PENSATION ACT, TO DISALLOW.

Messuue with Resolution received from
the Lepislutive Council, affirming that
the amended Regulations under the
Workers' Cowpensation Act be dis-
allowed, and requesting the Assembly's
concurrence therein,

On motion by Mu. Rasow, resolved
that the consideration of the message be
made an order for the 2nd August.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at seven minutes
past 10 o’clock, until the next day.

Legislatibe @ouncil,
Thursday, 20th July, 1905,
T Page

Address.in-Reply, debate resumed, concluded

Apgent to Supply Bill ... - .

Tre ACTING PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4-30 o'clock p.m.

PravYERS.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
FIFTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous day.
How. C. E. DEMPSTER (East): In

I have much pleasure

! laid before Parliament.

. been made in

" possible.

resuming the debate, T bave first to con-
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grutulate the Acting President, as other
members have done, in being elected to
preside during the absence of the Presi-

sir, will perform the duties satisfactorily
to this House. We all hope that the
President may have a safe and prosperous
return to this State, fully restored to
health. Looking at the paragraphs in
the Speech of His Excellency setting
forth the policy of the Government
for the current year, and reading it
carefully, 1 think it is the most un-
satisfactory address of the kind ever
We are told
that the mining, agricultural, and pas-
toral industries are flourishing; and
while these congratulations are justified,
I do not know that any of the benefits to
these indnstries is to be credited to the
present Government. The progress of
the mining industry is referved to, and
this reminds us that very few discoveries
have been made of late; indeed it seems
extraordinary that all the good things
existing on those goldfields should have
been discovered during the first few years
of settlement. The present position ghows
that the prospector ought to receive more
consideration than he has got in the past.
I am convinced that every assistance
should be given to encourage farther
researches in auriferous country, and that
any money expended in assisting pros-
pectors to make farther mining develop-
ments will be for the benefic of the State
as well as for those who undertake tbe
arduous work of prospecting in the back
country. We know that it is practieally
impossible at the present time for a
prospector who discovers a good show
to turn it to account, without some
assistance in the way of capital; and the
fewness of the discoveries which have
recent vears may be
attributed, io a great measure, to the

269 . want of sufficient weans on the part of

prospectors for developing properties
when they discover something good. It
would be wise on the part of the Govern-
ment to asgist prospectors as far as
Referring to agriculture, this
industry is one of the most iwportant in
the State, and its recent development has
been sufficiently great to satisfy anybody.
The records of the Survey Department
show the great amount of land which bas
been taken up and is being cultivated by
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selectors. Even lands in some districts
that were looked wupon as almost
arid or worthless are now being tzken
up and cultivated with great satis-
faction. With respect to the pastoral
industry, which is referred to in Hie
Excellency’s Speech, this is a preat
and important indusiry which deserves
more consideration than it has lately
received. It is true that etforts have
been made to provide water aleng the
stock routes; but beyond that, very little
has been done to assist the pastoralists
who are doing pioneering work that is of
great value to the State. Among those
who are advocating the settlement of the
land, there are many who would open the
pastoral arcas for closer settlement, par-
tieularly in grazing leases. To my mind
it is unreasonable to allow selectors to go
into pastoral leaseholds and take as much
as 5,000 acres out of one of those leases.
1t seems to me bad policy on the part of
the Government, because anyoune who
has knowledge of pastoral leases must
know that when the eyes are picked out
of a piece of country, it becomes com-
paratively valueless to the lessee, who is
then likely to throw it up. Therefore 1
think it is unwise to interfere with the
pastoralists as some persons are endea-
vouring 1o do. There s along paragraph
in the Speech relating to the visit of the
Prime Minister and members of the
Pedera] Parliament. The Prime Minister
bad been here before, and during that
vigit he was able to ascertain the capabili-
ties and the condition of this State, so as
to form a good opinior ds to our position.
I do not think the moncy expended by
the Governwent on the visit of Federal
members was really necessary, nor will it
be of benefit to the conntry; becanse the
visiting members who came here at the
invitation of the Government probably
had their minds made up before they
came, and I do not think the result will
affect the Transcontinental Railway ques-
tion in uny material degree. 'The financial
position and the deficit for the past year
are referred to in the Speech. It seems
to me there should bre no real necessity
for a deficit, when we know the enormous
revenue received by this State ; and yet at
the end of the first financial year under the
present Government we have an actual

20 Jeey, 1905.]

deficit of £46,000, and their management J
of the finances shows a total deficit of |
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over £126,000 in one year, I do not
know what anount of money mav have
been expended in public works that were
not completed; but it seems to me there
has not bLeen nearly as much done in
public works under the present Govern-
ment as was done in the previous year.
There were works then of very great
importance which had to be completed,
and [ vannot see that any works of great
magnitude huve been undertaken during
the year just closed; and it seems to me
that a large sain of money has been
frittered away without any benefit to the
country. The present Premier promised
economical administration, and from his
first address to his constituents I thought
economy was going to be carried out.
Evonomy is undoubiedly necessary in
this State; and I think the Government
ghould do as uny private person would
do who had to carry on a business; for
when be found that bis expenditure was
greater than his return ke would be
obliged to reduce that expenditure. We
know that offices are created sometimes
for only temporary benefit, and of course
it ig a painful duty to bave to discharge
officers employed on some temporary
work. Public departments should be
worked in such a way that no injustice
will be perpetrated, by first engag-
ing men and then discharging them.
I cannot help thinking that the cost
of the Civil Service Commission and
several other Royul Commissions has
not been justified by the results. Royal
Commissions are a very large item
in the expenditure, and I do not think
the henefit derived from them is at all
commensurate with their cost. It is
impossible for me, at all events, to wade
through the whole of their reports; and
I wuch doubt whether that is possible
for any other member. There is an
immense volume of information nuneces-
garily compiled by the commissions, and
an immense amount of printing, which I
am suare is equally unnecessary. Yester-
day we passed a Supply Bill, of which
Schedule A divides the expenditure into
salaries, miscellaneous, and contingencies.
It seews to we thisis a very loose method
of doing business. If an employer of
labour were supplied by bis foreman with
an estimate for work with the expenditure
divided into wages and ** miscellaneous,”
hie would, I think, demand an explana-
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tion of the laltur item,
items leaves a wide margin for espendi-
ture which may not be approved by
Parliament. We are all indebted to Mr.
Moss for the very able and outspoken
address which he delivered last night.
There are few men who have been so
consistently independent as he, and for
that independence the thunks of this
Houee are due to him.
purchase of the Midland Railway is a
matter for serious consideration.

cession taken over by the Government;
but T agree with the members who have
already spoken that opne and a-half
millions is ore than the country cam,
in existing circumstances, give for the
property. We know that the best of the
land has been already selected ; for those
who selected it were men of c¢onsiderable
sense and judgment, and it is not at all
probable that they selected the worst
parts of the country. From my own
konowledge of the land, I say the best
of it has already been disposed of;
and it is for us to consider the
value of the remaining portion and
the value of the railway. The mil-
way has been worked for a considerable
time; and T am informed that to put it
in order would cost almost as muech as
the laying of a fresh mailway. The cost
of building a new railway of the same
length would not amount to more than
£600,000; and it would pay the country
better to build an altogether new railway
than to buy this one, for very good
country would be opened up by a new
line. [How.J. W. Hacrrrr: On what
route ] Say north through Goomalling.
In that direction there is a considerable
area of good agrienltural land. [Hon.
J. W. Hacerrr: Whence would you take
it from Goomalling?] I should practi-
cally skirt the Midland concession. Be
that as it may, it is desirable for the
Government to purchase such of the
Midland Company's land as is suitable
for cultivation and has a certain rainfall;
and if it can be procured for a reasonable
price, I shall be glad to agree to the pur-
chase. Now I come to the proposal for
the abolition of this Chamber, a proposal
which I do not thiok is fuvoured by the
people in any part of the State. Who
desiresit? The proposal simply emanates

Few |
men in this country who have its interests |
at heart would not like to see the con- |

[COUNCIL.]

This grouping of |

The proposed

Fifth dey.

benches in another
place. And why? Because they want
to get their own way. They think the
Upper House will always obstruct any
measure sent up from another place,
whether the measure be desirable or
undesirable. The fact that this is the
source of the Labour partv's desire to
abolish the Council ocught to convince
the people that this House is absolutely
necessary, and that the country would
suffer by its removal. With respect to
the Land Acts, I shull not support any
amendment, for I think the law is at
present sufficiently liberal. The question
of old age pensions is of vital importance
throughout Australia, becanse they will
necessitate an enormons annnal expendi-
ture which I do net think desirable.
Though there may be many cases of desti-
tution which are entitled to Government
assistance, I think generally that old age
pensions would establish a very bad
precedent. T think that youth ought to
provide for old age. If we encourage
wen in the belief that the State will
provide for them when they attain a
certain age, they will not make any effort
to secure a competence. I do not think
we should encourage that idea, or tbat
the people should be tazed for such a
purpose. With respect to the aborigines
guestion, I have had coosiderable ex-
perience of the natives, and I know there
are good vatives and very bad natives,
I think that reports of injustice to the
natives have in many cases been awfully
exaggerated, and that the natives have
received as much kindness and considera-
tion in Western Australia as they could
bave received in any other cominunity.
It is in the interest of the station-owner
who wishes to make the natives useful
to him to treat them kindly and well;
for if they are not so treated they will
soon clear out to the bush. Where the
natives fiod thewselves well treated they
will live on the station, and many of
them will make themselves useful. To
single out a few instances of barbarity
and cruelty is unfair to the country. In
any large town in the world we can find
brutal offences of daily occurrence. Why
de pot complainants look at home rather
tban at Western Australia? How can we,
when we cannot prevent cruelty in the
midst of civilised populations, expect the
remote parts of this State to be entirely

from the Labour
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exempt from abuses? It is not renson-
able to be expecied to legislate for
extreme cases. I have always understood
that wo should not attempt to legislate
for exceptions. I think the Abongines
Department bhas been very well managed,

£20 Jruy, 1905.)
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sorry to know that the Conciliation and

. Arbitration Aect iz not working in the

and that the inspector is & kind-hearted .

and humane man who has endeavoured
to do his duty towards the natives.
treats them with every kindness; and I

. out ultogether—repealed.
He

know he has made an earnest and sincere
endeavour to improve their condition. ;

Complaints bave been made as to the
chaining of the native prisoners and wit-
nesses, when being brought to town to be
examined. It is impossible to secure the
natives in any other wayv than by chain-
ing them. If they are noi chained, they
will escape. The same argument may be
applied totheallegations of 11l treatment of
natives by pearl-fishers and others. These
men could not bave any contrel over the
natives unless the natives stayed of their
own accord with thew. If badly treated,
the natives would soon * make tracks.”
With respect.to the liquor traffic and the
Government taking over all hotels, I
think this is a wrong idea. Like every
other person, I would like to see less
drinking and better order kept in respect
to the liquor traffic, but it is impossible
to do away with the consumption of
liquor. The only thing the Government
can do is to see that good spirits are kept
at hotels, and that the licensed houses
are conducted in a proper manner. More
than that, T do not think it is desirable
to attempt. TFor the State to run hotels
is not reasonable, and not at all likely to
succeed. The Governmeni have quite as
< -much in hand ns they can take on at the
present mowment, perbaps more. The
Government caniot carry out efficiently,
and in the interests of the country, a
scheme of this sort. I was hoping that
the mining regulations hud been so far
rectified and bad proved to give satisfac-
tion, that it would be unnecessary to
make amendments, but it seems there
must be a continual source of tinkering
with all legislation. In many instances,
instead of making the legislation better
it is made worse.
the Conciliation and Arbitration Act
requires amendment in the direction of
empowering the court to grant the same
preference to the workers as is already
extended to the emplovers. T am very

way that those who bLrought it forward
hoped it would work. The working of
the Aet has been most unsatisfactory, and
I do not hesitate to say it would be better
for the country if the Act were wiped
It does no
good ; it does not stop strikes. T do
no not think it is right to exclude
all but unionists from work. I think
unionism is the source of a great deal of
evil in this country. We want a good
feeling to exist between the employee and
the employer, and unionists only stir up
strife. I, as an emplover, like my men
to love me and to do all they can for me,
and I, on my part, will do all I can to
advance their interests, and give the
wages that the work they are doing for
me is worth. But that feeling is
gradually becoming extinguished. The
only object a man seems to have is to
extort the highest wage he can from his
employer, and to do aslittle as he can for
that wage. I think that if all unions
were done away with, und we tried to
establish one united body to work in a
just manner, and run one with another,
it would be better for the employer and
the employee. With respect to the rail-
ways foreshadowed in the Speech, I
would like to see them constructed, but
the Speech does not show how the works
are to be carried out. They are desirable
works, but I do not think they are repro-
ductive enough to be carried out now, in
the present condition of the country.
It would be unwise to run into any
expenditure whicb would not be repro-
ductive, and which would not pay a sink-
ing fund and interest on the amount of
principal, also repay the full amount
within a reasonable time. With Govern-
ments, as with all meh, in business, when
they borrow they expect to have to pay
the money back again. I do not think
the Goverament ought to put forward a
scheme unless they have some means of
being able to carry out the works. If

. they have reasonable means of obtaining
. money and of repaying it again, I should

The Speech says that .

have pleasure in supporting the lines of
ratlway mentioned, becanse railways are
a means of opening up a country. I sin-
cerely hope, whatever measures are
brought forth for our consideration, a
staid, relinble Governwent will be es-
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tablished, and by this time wvext year
matters will be in a more satisfactory
condition than they are at the present
time,

Hoxn. R. LAURIE (West): It wasnot
my intention to have anything to say in
regard to the Speech, but T understand

[COUNCIL.)

some members think I should make some -

remarks on one item. Before doing so I
would just like to make a few passing

remarks on the paragraphs of the Speech. |

‘With reference to the referendum, it may
be interesting to wembers if I place
hefore them my views. Personally I
consider the taking of a referendum a
waste of time, and that has been borne
out on many occasions. The last occasion
on which a veferendum was taken, and
with which I had some slight connection,
was in regard to one of the largest muni-
cipilisation schemes in the State, the
Fremantle Tramway and Electric Light-
ing scheme, The money to be borrowed
for that scheme totalled about £86,000.
The total number of votes cast for the
municipalisation of the scheme was 797
out of the whole of the voters on the role
in Fremantle. When it cawme to a ques-
tion of financing the scheme and receiving
the money for carrying out the work—
the sum required was £85,714—the total
votes cast for and against the raising of
the money was 662. That is undoubtedly
the largest scheme of municipalisation in
the State, and when we consider there
are some 20,000 peoplein Fremantle, and
only 662 voted for the raising of the
money and 797 for the adoption of the
scheme, it seems to me that a referendum
is a farce. The only way to deal with
the Upper House is in a constitutional
manner. In connection with old age
pensious, as one who spent & good deal
of time in his early days in the old
country I cannot but express regret
when I hear members say that youth
should look after old age. The best
way to look after old age is to tax the
youth by an old age pension scheme. An
old age pension scheme is a better pro-
vision than the workhouse.

Hon. J. W. Hacagsrr: It does not do
away with the workhouse.

Hon. R. Lavunie: It will do away
almost entirely with the workbouse.

Hon. J. W. Haceerr: You are quite
mistaken.

" deal with the questions later on.

Fijth duy.

How. R. LAURIE: It has been said
by Mr. Richard Seddon, the Premier of
New Zealand, that New Zealand seemed
to have been blessed from the day the
old age pension scheme was introduced ;
and I say that even if such a scheme does
away in & small way with the workhouse
system, it will be a blessing for Western
Australia and the Commonwealth as a
whole. The hon. member (Dr. Hackett)
says ithas not done away with the work.
house in Victoria or in New South Wales,
but I say there are many cases in which a
pension of only 5s. or 10s. o week may be
the means of keeping together a husbhand
and wife who have travelled together for
a matter of 50 years, instead of separat-
ing them.

How. J. W. Hacgerr: The rule has
been, they don’t want to stay together.
That is the evidence of the Commission.

Hor. R. LAURIE: I bope my friend,
emburking as he is on his new life, will
not find that to be the case. But
although all are not constituted alike,
there are times when it is desirable that
two persong ehould journey on different
roads, and I think as a rule both wish to
journey on the same road, and have that
happiness which I am sure my‘friend is
leoking forward to and which I hope he
will receive. The paragraphs throughout
the Speech are very vague, about as vague
as the possibility of the House having to
There
is one paragraph in regard to the Con.

ciliation and Arbitration Aect which
says:—
The Conciliation and Arbitration Aet

requires amendment in the direction of
cmpowering the Court to grant the
preference to the workers as is already ex-
tended to the emloyers under the existing
measure, and likewise for the purpose of
rendering the legislation for the amicable
adjustment of industrial! disputes more effec-
tive generally than it is at present.

I know of no preference extended to the
cmployer that the worker has mot. I
trust, whatever this Governwent or any
Government may do, they will not do
anything that will injure or have for its
object the bringing about of a state of
affairs” which will do away with the
Conciliation and Avbitration Act. There
is no morc strong advocate for arbitra-
tion than T am. One has only to go
through one or two big strikes to become
aware of that fact. It is not the loud-

Inqme -
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voiced man or the man who altends the
meetings, but it is the married man with
the family who suffers from a strike. If
we keep the Conciliation and Arbitration
Act and both sides will bow down to the
award, then everything will be all right.

{20 Jecuv, 1905.]

There is one point in the Speech in con- -

nection with the railway from Port

Hedland to Nullagine I should like to .

touch on. I have pointed out many times
the necessity for such a railway, and I
welcome the announcement that the
Government propose to comstruct a rail-
way between these two points. T am
satisfied from what 1 have beard from
people coming from Port Hedland and
that ecountry that the railway is much
required. One has only to take the
amgunt of cargo that is tuken from
Port Hedland to Singapore, and shipped
home, te know that by constructing
a railway there we shall be opening up
ona of the most valuable ports of the
State. I come to the question which
perbaps T know more about than any-
thing else referred to in the Speech, the
question of the dock at Fremantle.
In connection with that dock 1 may say
at once, as one of the represeniatives of
the West Province and one who has had
experience of docks, that the majority of
people at Fremantle will have no floating
dock, even if ihey have to wait until the
State can afford a proper graving dock.
I may say with all due respect to the
present Government in placing this mutter
before us, it appears to me 1t is simply
something placed in the Speech which
the people of Fremantle and the people
of the State generally can quarrel over.
There have been five or six different
Governor’s Speeches in which the question
of a graving dock has been referred to.
That has been promised by each Govern-
ment as it has come along, but there has
been absolutely nothing done. Now we
take the question of a floating dock, and
I gay it will become simply a bone of
contention with the people of Fremantle
and the people of the State. Personally,
I consider that a floating dock should
not be entertained for one moment, in face
of the promises made to the people of
Fremantle, and in face of the promise
made when this great harbour was built
we should not have a proposal brought
forward for a floating dock. [TuE
-CoLomtal Secrerary: Did you ever

l
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advocate a floating dock ?] Never. Tknow
exactly what the hon. member refers to,
and I will save him the trouble of asking
guestions by makivg the position clear.
ome nioe or ten years ago when sghipping
was fairly brisk at Fremantle I bad put
under offer to me a floating dock from
Sydney. I made an offer of it, like any
other mercantile man would do, to the
Government of this State, and it was not
accepted. It was the ounly proposal I
ever made for a floating dock, and a
floating dock at that time would have
cost only a very small sum of money. It
was not such a proposal as we have now,
a proposal to build a floating dock which,
according to the Premier’s speech or
some of the other speeches, would cost
£150,000. T contend, and I contend
with some knowledge, that any scheme
for a dock in Fremantle should only be
taken into consideration with a scheme
for the extension of the harbour for
Fremantle. It may surprise members
when I tell them that in two years
the increase of the registered tonnage for
the port of Fremantle rums into nearly
200,000 tons, and to-day the tonnage in
Fremantie for twelve months is greater
than that at Port Wellington, New
Zealand. When they were considering
the huilding of a graving dock there,
they wisely selected business men, who
had first to float the loan and then to
find the interest. They, as good men,
decided they would have no floating dock,
but previously to deciding they sent
their engineer round the world. ‘That
engineer went to nearly every port of
importance both in America, Great
Britain, and on the Coutinent, and after
most. extensively going into the matter
he came back and recommended that a
floating dock was not what was required,
but that a graving dock wuas the only
proper class of dock to put in the
harbour of Wellington, where it had to
earn suflicient money to pay interest on the
cost. The statements as to the cost of a
floating dock are very misleading indeed.
Members will be told that a floating
dock will cost £100,000, and they will
be further told that o floating dock
will cost perhaps £10,000 for dredging
the harbour. The harbour at Fremantle,
extending from the breakwater to the
bridge, on many occasions during the last
year was taxed to the utmost. There are
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times when the harbour is practically
empty, but we know that if we want to
keep the good name of any barhour we
must be prepared to put a ship alongside
atany time. Farthermore, for foot front-
age per wharf the Fremanotle harbour is
doing wore business than uny other
harbour in Australasia, in fact any
harbour that I know of; it is finding
mote accommodation than ang harbour |
know of per foot frontage. Therefore I
gay the dock and the extension should
be taken into consideration in one scheme.
Some people tell us, and no doubt the
wish may be father to the thought, that
ships will go 1o Perth. I as one who
has lived in Fremantle for some years
would just like in that connection to put
my views in as few words as possible
before this Hounse, so that it may be
guided. In that connection 1 would ask
members to think for a woment in what
part of Perth they could put the shipping
to be a benefit either to the ple of
Perth or to the people beyond Perth, who
are the people that primarily pay the
dues, the tonnage dues, that is to say
the wharfage on goods going into this
State. Could they put it from Mill
Point up to the bridge? Could we shut
off at the present time what the Govern-
ment is doing, making an esplanade from
one end to the other? If we put the
ships there, how are we going to deal with
the ships when they get there? How are
we going to get railway commumication
with them? Tt is not impossible; bat
the cost to this young country would be
go great and the benefits so few that it
would be throwing away money, abso-
lutely shoving it into the sea. If we took
them to Sonth Perth the people of Perth
would not benefit. If we put them near
the Canning Bridge, are the people of the
goldfields or of Perth going to benefit by
1t? I may call your attention to the report
of the Fremantle Harbour 'F'rust, from
which you way find that nearly 300,000
tons could have been sent from the
wharves at Fremantle direct to the con-
sumer, whether it be at Menzies, Xal-
goorlie, or any part of the State. Itis a
mistaken idea that ships one day will go
to Perth. Isay it would be a bad day for
the State of Western Australia if any
farther money were expended in carry-
ing the ships farther up the river when
sufficient accommodation can be found

[COTNCIL.)
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on the water-way. It is well known that
the late Government bought quite a
quantity of land for harbour extension
on the south side of the river, and they
have a scheme, or had a scheme, for
carrying the railway bridges across Rocky
Bay, and also for a dock. It is also &
very well known fact that their engineers
are not agreed upon whether there should
be a floating dock or a graving dock.
Engineers would place a graving dock, if
required, or they would place a floating
dock ; they would do anything for us.

But let the Government ask an engineer
straight out what in his opinion 18 the
best for Fremantle or the State generally.
Under the present constitution of the
Harbour Trust, if a dock be placed there
the State will have to be responsible for
any shortage. The Fremantle Trust, as
at present counstituted, simply pays in the
revenue after paying all maintenance.
It pays it in to the consolidated fund and
can do nothing farther. The Trust does
not know to the present day the capital
cost of the harbour; that has never been
given to it. [Hon. W. Kinesminy:
Not yet.] I would like to say the hon.
member had the opportunity for nearly
two vears to provide that capital cost.

That is the difference between the con-
stitution of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
and that of the Wellington Harbour Trust
and other harbour trusts throughout Aus-
tralia. When Wellington proposed to build
a floating dock the Harbounr Trust at once
said, “ We shall have to get a harbour
improvewment rate. Out of our revenue
as we already have it we shall be unable
to provide interest for it and we shall have
to strike a harbour rate.’” The harbour.
rate might be a very small one and such
a rate that it would be ascarcely felt, but
gtill the accommodution would be there
for any ship that might require it. The
present Harbour Trust has no power to
strike a rate. It may strike a rate if the
Government ask it to do so, but until
authority is given it, the Trust would be
acting in an invalid manner in so doing.
No floating dock will be aceeptable to the
people of Fremanile or the people of this
State, but the graving dock should be
part of one scheme, the harbour exten-
sion, and T am satisfied that Fremantle
and the shipping community will be
pleased to wait until a Government is in
power which will bring about that graving.



Address-in-reply :

dock which has been promised from year
to year. T have said quite enough on the
subject. I Lknow that much has been
said to commend a floating dock to the
present Government from the fact that it
could be put together at Fremantle, that
it could be riveted, made in sections, and
the plates sent out, and employment be
found. But how much more employment
would be found by means of & graving
dock ? ‘The whole of the cost would be
for employment with the exception of the
cost of the concrete. The very able
engineer of the Wellington Harbour
Trust said this, and it is well for the
Government to bear it in mind, that to
put a floating dock togetber in this State
we should require a shipyard, because
the sections of that dock would be of
500 to 600 tons capacity. Therefore in
any scheme in connection with a floating
dock we have to consider that we
should want the accommodation to
pot it together, that is a shipyard.
Mr. Fergus goes farther und says he
is informed by the authorities bere that
the harbour would have to be dredged to
a particular depth. It would be com.
pleted to a depth of 45 feet. We know
what the bottom of the harbour at Fre-
mantle is, and could the work be carried
out for the paltry sum of £10,0007 I
say it could wnot. It does not finish
at the £10,000. Mr. Fergus says the
dock would cost £150,000, and that to
build walls and workshops, put up piers,
and meet all the other incidentals of a
floating dock such as that at Wellington,
the extra cost would be £90,000. No
doubt Mr. Fergus was very careful in
taking the figures out. He therefore
recommended, and strongly recommended,
that no floating dock should be put there,
but that a graving dock should be built,
and one that would last for all time. Iam
satisfied that whatever Governnent may
be in power when it goes into this ques-
tion it should first of all redeem the
promises made year after year to the
people of Fremantle and the people of
the State that a graving dock should be
put there, and that after it has carried
out the promises made by Government
after Government it will go into the
question of cost. T am satisfied that the
Government would come to the conclusion
that with the very heavy charges in con-
nection with a floating dock—a steel
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vessel which through the heat and mois-
ture going on inside would rapidly
decay unless continually painted and
cleaned—such dock would, wunless we
had a great quantity of shipping to
keep it going and make it pay, become
a burden. I hope that whatever Gov-
ernment deals with it will carry out the

- promises and make the closest inqniries

into what the cost of maintenance is
going to be, and give the people such a
dock thal it will take any warship or
mailboat likely to come.

Hox. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan-
Suburban): I should like first of all to
offer my congratulations to you, Mr.
Acting President, for having been elected
to the Presidential Chair for the time
being, and to offer my congratulations
also to members on their choice. I have
been somewhat swrprised to hear some
of the animadversions passed on the
Governor's Speech by members. Look-
ing at it as a work of art, there is a
delicacy about it that must commend
itself to t®rsons with artistic tastes. For
many vears mow there have been two
schools of art; the one which pays an
immense amount of aitention to detail
and less to general effect, and the other,
which I understand is known as the
impressionist school, paying no attention
to detail whatever but a great deal to

neral effect. As the impressionist
school is the later of the two, the Gov-
ernment are undoubtedly modern in their
ideas of art and drawing, at all events
drawing Governor’s Speeches. The Gov-
ernor’s Speech is like hope, it is flattering ;
but I may be pardoned for saving thai
there is scurcely enough detail as to how
the varions promises and flattering pro-
posals in the Speech are to be carried out.
If we had been furnished with a little
more information as to whether the
money was obtainable for carrying out
the projects, no doubt many of them very
admirable, which the Government lave
in view, and more information as to the
revenue the Government estimate they
will receive from some of the taxation
propositions, some of them most iniqui-
tous, to which they propose to pledge the
country, the Speech would have been a
greater snccess and members would have
been more satisfied. I may honestly
congratulate the Government, at all
events, on their change of tone during the
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last year. This is evidenced in at least
two ways in the Speech. The Govern-
ment, if T may use the expression,
resemble in many ways the month of
March, which is said to come in
like a roaring lion. Of course their
manner of ext is not yeb determined,
but their demeanour is becoming more
lamb-like ever since they assumed power.
The leader of the House may pardon
me if T say that he himself is an

he was considered to he with the Govern-
ment but not of them; he was considered
to be, it I may say so, rather a striking
instance of moderation in the counsels of
the Government ; vet the other day I read
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sponsibility, which T maintain rests by
right on the shoulders of the Government,
on to the shoulders of a lot of people who
very likely do not take that interest they
should in the subjert they are asked
to adjudicate on. For that reason,
if for no other, when this Bill comes

forward, if it does come forward
at all, I wshall oppose it on the
ground that the referendum is an

 instrament that should not bhe used in
instance, When he first assumed office -

u speech where he was described as the -

best democrat of the lot. In this connee.
tion I way explain to members that the
term * demoecrat,”’ as used on this occa-
sion, appears to me to mean “very much in
favour of the Government of the whole of
the people by one section of the people.”
There are two instances of the moderation
of the Government to be sefn in this
Speech. 1In the first place, we have the
proposal to allow the construction of the

Pilbarra Railway by private enterprise.

I take that as an extremely graceful and
opportune concession te public opinion,
and one in which I am prepared to give
the Glovernment zll the support in wmy
power. Then again, instead of the former
proposal of the straight-out abolition of
this Cbamber, the proposal is now, not
that the Gtovernment should bring down
a Bill to abolish this Chamber, but that

the direction of shifting responsibility
from the shoulders of these who should
beur it. I am sorry to learn that the
Governinent consider that the deficit
during the last year caunnot during the
coming yvear be made up by judicious
administration and some saving in the
expenditure of the various departments.

- I cannot help thinking this is possible;

and I maintam that the imposition of an

! income tax—that last weapon of taxation,

for in history it is always the last weapon
of taxation throughout the world—before
we want to use it, is a foolish step not
only from a financial point of view, but
also as regards the effect it must have on
the outside public and the rest of the
world. When the news goes forth that
Western Australis—a country in our
state of development, with an abounding

i revenue of over £14 per head, every

they should bring down one for the pur-

pose of asking the “ third party” whether

they will abolish the Chamber or not.

. i8 necessary at present,

Perhaps this leada on to a subject on

which I cannot congratulate the Govern-
ment so much. It seems to wme that they

man, woman, and child—and when it is
brought heme to those people upon
whom we depend for financial aid, it can
have nothing but a bad effect; and I am
perfectly certain that an income tax is to
be approached with the utmost coution,
and sbhould never be used until it is
absolutely necessary. I do not think it
There is perhaps
some excuse for an unimproved land tax ;

'but in this case I very much doubt

have a tendency in various ways to shift .

regponsibility. It appears that the term -

* responsible government” is tending to
have less and leas meaning to this Gov-
ernment during the last few months.
We find, when difficult guestions arise,
either a reference to a Royazl Commission,
on which subject Mr. Mass said a good
deal yeaterday, or, as in this proposal, a
reference to the people by means of a
referendum.  Captain Laurie spokeabout
the fulility of referendaand gaveinstunces;
but in my opinion the worst feature of
referenda is the endeavour to shift the re-

'

whether the result will be equal to the
trouble und expense of collection. One
tax I can support the Government in,
and that is the tax of totalisators. I
think it is ample time that such a tax
wus initiated ; and while talking about
this matter, I should like to ask the
leader of the House if he will tell us
whether it is the intention of the Govern-
wment to take some steps towards the
restriction of racing, which I maintain is
becoming a curse to the community. We
have twice as many race meetings as we
should bave, and if we lose 2 little
totalisator tax by restricting the number
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of meetings, I consider it will be money
well lost, because a great deal of
misery, privation, and dishonesty is
caused by the presence in our midst
of too great a proportion of the
community devoted to racing. As a
result of the airiness, sketchiness, and
picturesqueness of the Governor’s Speech,
although it has proposed at an early date
to bring down measures on these various
modes of taxation, it has not pleased the
Government to state in any way whatever,
even approximately, what revenue they
estimate will be produced by this taxu-
tion. Surely the Government must have
information, or surely if they have not
the information it was their duty, before
making statements that they proposed
to introduce this legislation, to find out
even approzimately what the result
would be, so that we would be in a better
position to express an opinion on the
proposed taxation. Members who have
preceded me have stated what is evi-
dently true, that the question of the
purchase of the Midland Railway is cne
to be approached with the utmost caution.
I cannot help regretting that the Govern-
ment, through their represeniative in this
Chamber, have not thought fit to give us
at least some information in regard to
this proposed purchase. Tt is put very
baldly in the Speech. The price is men-
tioned, s=nd we are led to believe that, so
far as the Government are concerned,
they are actually pledged to the purchase
ut the price mentioned. Presaming that
the reports, which are to be laid on the
table before we finally consider the
matter, bear out to the fullest possible
extent the fact that the purchase is a
good one, members will have to consider
whether, even good though the purchase
be, it is advisable. They have to con-
sider whether it is well to increase our
indebtedness to the tune of one and
a-half millions in this direction, or
whether it would be proper to expend
some proportion of that swm in works
which might possibly do the country a
great deal more good.  Of course mem-
bers will realise that I am not now
talking as to whether we are going to
get good value for the money or not;
but I think it is the duty of members to
weigh well the question as to whether the
spending of that money, even though it
appears to be a bargain on the part
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of the Government,
. the present juncture, or whether
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is at
it
would not be letter to save the money
altogether, or, if we must spend it,
to lay it out in various other directioes,
such as the building of spur or loop lines
along the Great Southern Railway.
[(Hov. J. W. Hackrrr: Why should not
the South-Western Railway he con-
sidered ¥] If I had looked at the hon.
gentlemen a moment sooner I certainly
would have put the South-Western Rail-
way first. In meotioning the Great
Southern Railway, I only gave it as an
instance. I am sorry that I bhave hurt
the feelings of the member for the South-
West Province. It is a question, I
maintain, that Parliament will have to
take very carefully into consideration,
in the first place whether we should
gpend the money, and secondly whether
on the Midland Railway, which is
already here, or whether we should
spend the money in making agricul-
tural lines in other parts of the State.
I was somewhat surprised to hear
Captain Laurie speaking on the subject
of old age pensions, and saying the
gystem would bave the effect of doing
away with the workhouse. There is
nothing farther from the fact, for this
reason, that if the hon. member were to
visit such institutions, I might almost say
in the world, he would find that a great
proportion of the unfortunate people who
are in workhouses are not only old but
also invalids, and it is impossible for
invalids to live on the pittance which
might suffice under a system of old age
pensions. Reference bhas been made to
the Federal Parliament providing pen-
gions, that is if Parlinment agrees that
old persons should automatically receive
o pension. There is in existence in this
Btate, and presminably in other States,
what is practically a systemm of old age
pensions, in that deserving cuses are not
compelled to go to the institutions
provided for bousing the indigent poor,
It is said that the old age pension system
will do away with pauper velief. I
recognise that this is the one merit of an
old age pension system, that the unfor-
tunate recipients will receive as a right
and not as a charity the aid that is given,
Owing to the fact that old age pensions
would be dispensed automatically, we
bhave to consider whether many cases

judicious
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which are undeserving would not uvnder
that system receive relief which ought
not to be given. The system would save
the feelings of many worthy persons, but
1 am afraid it would also be likely to
bestow monetary help automatically on
many who are unworthy, I am glad to
se¢ that the Government propuse to
reintroduce a Bill dealing with tle
aborigines, and I would suggest that the
Government cannot do better than re-
introduce the Bill which was passed by
this Chamber lagt session. The com-

[COTNCIL.]
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mittee which sat on that Bill took a great -
deal of trouble over it, its members being
fairly well acquainted with the native '

question in all its aspects ; and from my
knowledge of the State and of aborigines
in the State, I feel sure that no Bill more
fair to both parties, employers of abori-
gines and the natives, could be framed
than the Bill which we passed last
gession. 1 was pleased to hear Captain
Laurie’s remarks on the question of pro-
viding a floating dock, and I was still
more pleased to hear the member talk of
the uselessness and foolishness of endea-
vouring to bring, for many vears to come,
the shipping traffic of this State up the
river to Perth. The effect would be that
in years to come, instead of this State
having one of the most successful ports
in Australia, the port of Iremantle, it
might become under that system one of
the most unsuccessful. Therefore, I
hope that any scheme for bringing the
shipping up to Perth will be postponed
for many years to come.
disappointing to find that after the
lengthy inquiry made by the Royal Com-
mission on lmmigration, un inquiry
which has cost thousands of pounds,
after all the expense and trouble, we have
in the Governor’s Speech not a word

It is intensely |

about the vital question of inmigration. .

Farthermore, in the Supply Bill which
we passed yesterday, after carefully
examining the schedule in that Bill I
ecould not find any sum which could
be legitimately supposed to be applic-
able for expenditure oo imwmigration,
We must, in my opinion, have immi-
gration and have it speedily. The rate
of increase in our population from
outside the State is gradually decreasing,
and what increase we do get is drawn
not from outside Australia, but from
within Australia. We must look on this

Fifth day.

matter from a Federal standpeint, and I
say it will do Australialitiie good to shift
its population from one State to another.
What we want is to draw population
from outside Australin. We have un.
limited cupacity for wore population,
and it is the duty of any Government in
power to initiate and carry out as
quickly as possible a reusonzble and good
system of immigration. Instead of
encouraging immigration, the present
Government seem inclined to rather ra

over the knuckles the Agent Genera.{j
who has been doing his best to introduce
immigrants. That is o pitiable state of
affairs. T think the (Government are
porsuing a mistaken policy in not using
every effort to encourage immigration
which this State so greatly needs. For
the first time that I cun remember we
have a Governor's Speech without any
reference to a question whick, in my
opiuion and in that of several members,
bas a most important bearing on the
progress, prosperity, and daily life of
many of our inhabitants, and that is the
question of education. There is not one
word in the Speech about education, not
a word about the intention of the Govern-
ment in regard to the University which
we at all events helped to start in the
session before last; not a word about
completing that scheme of secondary
education which was practically ready
when the James Government went out of
office. Have the present Government
lost interest in that question? Is itthat
they do mnot intend to earry out and
perfect the educational system of the
State which, although very good, is
capable of being inproved ; orisitsimply
becanse they have forgotten the subject
altogether 7 In either case it shows
a wanl of interest on the part of the
Government in a subject that is of great
importance to the State. There is another
matter. I am happy to say thut when I
oceupied the position of Colonial Secre.
tary I was instrumental in starling at
Claremont a new hospital for the insane.
I find now, after inquiry, that the work
has been creeping along at a snail’s pace.
Any member who has taken tbe trouble
to visit the hospital for the insane at
Fremuntle will agree that this work of
providing larger and wore suitable
accommodation is one of the most neces-
sary that can be carried out, and one that
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should be carried out as quickly as funds | sary that a labour prison be made close

will allow. Tt is true, perhaps, that the
work has no political significance ; but it
has a very large bearing on the comfort
of those unfortunate creatures who are
bereft of reason. And the question has
an economical aspect, for events have
proved in other lands that for the success-
ful treatment of the insane if is necessary
that there should be proper housing
accommodation. We have now in charge
of the insane in this State a gentleman
who is acquainted with the most modern
methods, and bas been recommended as
one possessing remarkable ability in
dealing with the insane. Yet his efforts
are almost useless frow the fact that he
has not yet the material to work with.
He is expected to make bricks without
straw, because he has not the proper
facilities for treating the patients in
accordance with modern methods. His

efforts will be practically wasted until

those buildings at Claremont are carried
to cowpletion. Some years ago, under
peculiar circumstances, the peicentage of
Junatics in this State was only one-half
the normal rate of the world. That was
u state of affairs we could mot expect to
continue, and it has already ceased to
exist; for even now, if the present rate
of _increagse is kept up and if the
present rate of construction in the new
buildings at Claremont is kept up, then
by the time tbe pew asylum is finished,
it will be as crowded as the Fremantle
Asylum was before the new building was
started. That will be a pitiful state of
affairs. There is another matter which
for the last two or three years hus been
erving aloud for amendment, that is the
7 attommodation for housing our prisoners.
The Fremantle Gaol has long become a
more or less useless institution, because
firstly it is in a situation where no gaol
ought to be, that is in a laurge town,
because the facilities for employing
prisoners who are not capable of learning
a trade are so swall. The modern prisoner
appears to bave more innate wickedness
in him than his predecessor of some years
ago, and possibly that is because he is
betler educated. There is a large per-
centage of men who cannot or will not
pay attention to the learning of a trade
while in prison, and tbe problem is, what
to do with prisoners of that class. Befare
many years ave passed, it will be neces-

to Perth; not in the town itself,

1 beeaose prisoners should not be subjected

to the indignity of being marched through
the streets on their way to and from
work. But that such an institution will
have to be started, and started speedily,
is indubitable, and I am somewhat dis-
appointed that the present Grovernmment
have shown no indication of an intention
to start it. There is another matter so
small that I feel almost ashamed to men-
tion it; but it is a pet scheme of mine,
and ove which was some time ago wellon
its way to completion: that is, the estab-
lishment of a State sanatorium for
phthisical patients. T understand some
proposition was made to turn part of the
hospital at Coolgardie into such an
institation ; but that scheme has various
disadvantages. Firstly, the site isalready
occupied by buildings; and secondly,
there ig not sufficient land to allow of
those out-door occupations which are
necessary for the treatment of these
people. It has been undoubtedly proved
1u other parts of the world that phthisis
—consumption—can be prevented and
practically stamped out of a country, if
means are taken to erandicate it; yet we
find that people go about their daily
vocations paying no atteution to this, one
of the wost fell diseases to which
humanity is subject, and a disease which
is preventable. We allow phthisical
patients to go into our general hospitals
—places to which their admission should
not even be thounght of; and instead of
endeavouring to curb the disease, people
apparently do their best to disseminate it.
This may be a small matter, butitisin my
opinion most important; and it is one in
which, for the past year or two at all
events, I have taken considerable interest.
I hoped that some steps would be taken
in this direction; but apparently nothing
has been done. I feel I have spoken at
inordinate length; but one other matter
I wnust refer Lo-—the paragraph mentioned
by Captain Laurie, in which the Gover-
nor’s Speech vefers to ar amendment in
the Arbitration Act. I have read that
paragraph several times, and the more I
read it the more involved and ambiguous
it seems to become,  The (fovernment
approach the subject like Agag, walking
delicately. Why all this caution? Who
are the birds to be frightened by the
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phrase “preference to unionists”y I

presume that is what the paragraph
means. Bven now, the (Government do
not seem to like to say what it means.
The leader of the House (Hon. J. M.
Drew), who is now silent, will I hope
explain when he rises what is the meaning
of the ‘* preference to workers,” which so
far has not been denied, and to which
employers have so long been used. 1
presume it means preference to unionists ;
and I hope that to save trouble the Gov-
ernment, when introducing the promised
amendment of the Arbitration Act, will
do this Chamber the honour of introduc-
ing it here. The Bill, I think, will then
be very carefully looked after. I have to
thank members for listening to me. Of
course an amendment to the Address-in-
Reply is never moved in the Upper
House—[MeMBER: Sometimes]—and I
shall not move it now; but it seems so
pecaliar to bring in a Governor's Speech
practically asking this Chamber to assent
to its own destruction, either in one way
or other, that though 1 will not move an
amendwment, the fact that no other member
has done so is extraordinary. I beg, with
the exceptions I have mentioned—not too
numerous, 1 hope—to tender my support
to the Address-in-Reply.

How.J. D.CONNOLLY (North-East):
It is not my intention to detain the House
many minutes, as the Speech has been
exhaustively considered by members who
have preceded me. As tothe referendum
on the abolition of this Chamber, I am
entirely in accord with the opinions so
ably expressed by Mr. Moss. 1 notice a
paragraph in the Speech to the effect that,
with a view to minimise the evils attend-
ing the liguor traffic, s consolidating
measure will be hronght in embodying
theprinciple of State ownership. Though
not myself a teetotaller, I should heartily
welcome and support any measure that
would minimise drink in this country. I
am not prepared to say that I believe in
the State ownership of hotels; in faet,
the one State hotel we have has been a
very disastrous experiment. I can safely
say that if a proposal for Stute owner-
ship comes before ihis House, I shall be
found voting against it; for T do not
believe in State ownership of hotels,
with the exception, perhaps, of railway
refreshment rooms. But in any meas.
ure to winimise drivk I shall beartily
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suppert the Government. The evils of
immoderatedrinking were broughtforcibly
to my mind last year, when I travelled
through the United States of America.
There one passes from town to town and
city to city, and one is struck immediately
with the fact that there is mnot that
inducement to drink that is held out to
the people of Australia. One does not
see at every corller an open hotel door
with the word * bar " appearing in large
letters on the window. One can go into
an hotel in America, and be there for a
considerable time without knowing it has
a bar. A traveller can get a drink if he
wants it; but there i1s no inducement
held out for anyone to drink. Icalled at
8t. Louis while the Exhibition was open;
and my visit brought forcibly to my
mind the fact that we in Australia
are too much addicted to drink. At
St. Louis one saw day after day vast
crowds numbering from 50,000 to 100,000,
drawn particolarly from the country dis-
tricts, and coneisting largely of young
men ; and I can assuve the House that in
the whole of that Eshibition, of which
the buildings covered 1,260 acres, there
was not a single bar or public-house. A
vigitor could certainly get a drink in a
café if he wanted it; but there was no
inducement to drink. On the contrary,
the American (Govermment does every-
thing possible to stop drink. At every
corner of the city is a beautiful fountain
of iced water which can generally be had
for nothing, or in some cases for one
cent. a glass. As T went through, for a
week or more, those crowds of people at
the Exhibition, I never saw u sign of
drink on one of those young men. Fam
sorry to say things are very different in
Australia. I have no objection to drink
taken in moderation; but I do say that
the manner in which public-houses are
conducted here is a disgrace to the Ad-
ministration. If the Licensing Act were
properly administered, I believe the hotels
would be quite different. Mr. Hayoes
put it very well last evening when he
said that in the majority of hotels a
guest is lovked on as an intruder and is
not welcome at all unless he drinks, If
a man goes there simply for board and
ledging, to which he has a right, he is
vegarded as a nuisance. There ia no
gasaying the fact that nine-tenths of
the hotels in Perth and throuwghout the

\
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Btate aresimply drinking saloons. They
are not hotels at all, in the true sense of
the word. A good meal and a decent
roem are the last things the management
expect yon to ask for. If the Act was
properly enforced, and less inducement
held out for drinking and more attention
paid to accommodation, there would be
no need for the State ownership of
hotels. I wish to refer to a matter
not touched by previous speakers, The
Speech states that an amendment of
the Companies Act will be introduced,
for the purpese of enforcing the local
registration of companies operating in
this State.
wanted, this measure is; and 1 will go so
far as to say that if the present Govern-

ment, though I differ from them very !

seriously, introduce a proper amendment

(20 Juby, 18U5. |

If a measure was ever

to the local Companies Act, and embody

therein certain recommendations made in
the report of the Royal Commission on

the Boulder Perseverance Mine, then they :

bave justified their existence even though
they do nothing else.
recollect the gigantic swindles—they can-
not be otherwise termed—that were

Members will |

perpetrated in this and other mines -

during last year. The Royal Comunis-
sion’s report, -and the evidence, do not
make one feel very proud of our mining
laws under which such swindles were
possible. This Royal Commission resulted.
from the fact that on the 25th March,
1904, at a general meeting of share-
holders, the general manager’s report was
read, as i8 usual, and the report stated
that the ore reserves amounted to

401,677 tons, containing 500,000 ounces ,
of gold worth two millions sterling. !

Such was the report made to the
shareholders, though theré had been for
two months previously, reports stating
that the mine could not keep up its
average. Three months later, Nichols,
the general manager, was compelled to
sign a fresh report, which stated that the
mine had, instead of 400,000 tons of ore re-
gerves, but 139,329 tons for 99,845 cunces,
worth less than £400,000, an admitted
loss of £1,600,000. What would be said
of the manager of any company that
made such a statement as thut ? It was
guite clear that statement was only wade
for one purpase—io unloard their shares,
for the London directors to take down
the ordinary sharebolders. There is
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gomething wanting in our laws when a
man or a company can swindle share-
holders in that fashion and vet go scot-
free. "What would be said of, say, a
shipping company that issued their
anpual report and said “ We have 20
ships,” and three months later when an
inspection is made it is found they have
only four ships, and the shares fall from
20s. to 3s. or 4s¥ There would be an
outery for a criminal prosecution. In
South Africa, during Kruger's time,
although Kruger was a much-abused
man, perhaps deservedly so, his mining
laws were much in advance of our mining
laws. He compelled locul registration,
instead of allowing as we allow com-
panies to do, have directors living
10,000 miles away, being neither use nor
ornament to a mine. On the contrary
their only use seems to be to sign serip
when a traosfer is wanted, or rig a mine
and work a swindle. Kruger compelled
every mine to have a board of directors
not only resident in the State but in the
town where the mine was situated ; and
these directors were responsible for the
reports sent out, and were on the spot to
advise the management. Not only are
Tiondon directors useless, but it 13 an
immense cost in muny instances to have a
London office ; and it has kepl mines from
paying dividends. If you speak tosome
men, they say that the directors only get
£200 a year. I admit that, but I will
give an instance. There was the Oroya
Brown Hill. The salaries of the directora
were £200 or £250 a vear, but they pot
2s. for every ton of ore taken out of the
mine, which brought their emoluments
up to about £12.000 a year. So these
men in London drew £2,000 a year each.
One point I wish to bring before the
House is that during the time these
gwindles were being worked' in connection
with the Great Boulder Perseverance,
the Northern Associated, and the Boulder
Deeps, also the Lake View before that
time, in every iustance these mines were
closed to inspection. No legitimate
reason can be advanced by anyome why
a mine should be closed to inspection.
The ounly reason is that some false reporta
may be going on saying that there are so
many tons of ore in sight, worth so
much; as in the case of the Boulder
Pergeverance, when such was mnot the
case. If a clause is embodied in &
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Rill that mines should be opexn to inspec-

tion, it may be said that they are quite
willing to admit shareholders, but 1t is
not fair that everybody should be ad-
mitted. Tet we remind members not to
be gulled by such a statement.

Hoxn. Z. Lane: The sharehelders al-
ways have been admilted.

How.J. D. CONNOLLY : That is not
gufficient. When you say “shareholders”
you mean registered sharcholders.

Hox. Z. Laxe: Certainly.

Hor. J. D. CONNOLLY : I should
say in some of the mines 30 per cent. or
50 per cent. or 60 per cent. of the shares
are in Western Anstralia or some part of
Australia. We know in the case of the
Great Fingal there were over 50 per cent.
of the shares held here; because they put
their heads together and upset the Lon-
don board and elected their own men.
But probably if you look at the companies’
register you find, say, 5 per cent. or 10
per ceant. of the shareholders are in West-
ern Australia. Most of the shares ure
bought under cover, and shareholders are
never registered. I myself have had
shares for years, fully paid up, yet held
bv brokers in London, because it is an
expensive matter to have them trans-
ferred and put on to the local register.
Mr. Brimage can bear me out in this,
that if one sells shares in London it costs
money to send them home again. The
recommendation in the report reads in
this way :---

That each nine in the State shall be open

at reasonable and convenient hours for inspec-
tion by any shareholder, on production of his

Fifth day.

not that man who is going to buy the
shares as wuch interest in the mine as
the seller ¥ Tu the first place, a company
is floated, and the pubh( are invited to
come in; and if a man is going to buy
shares, ha.s he not as much interest in
the mine as the man who is selling?

. What objection can there be to have that

share certificate or a declaration that he has a

pecuniary interest in the company.

If that is embodied in the new Companies
Act, it will embrace everything. I go
farther and say that any person shonld
be admitted to tbe mine at a reasomable
time.

Hoxw. Z. Lave: If he would pay forit.
It would cost £100,000 a year.

Hox. J. D. CONNOLLY: The hon.
member has stated what he knows to be
incorrect when be says it would cost
£100,000 a year to show people overa
mine.
a mine?
will to keep the loafer and idler out of
the mine. I go farther and say that

every man should be able to go down a | dividends.
If you offer shares to a man, has | we can to keep as much of that money in

mine.

How many men care to go down
Make a small charge if you |

regulation emwbodied in the Companies
Act? That will get over the difficulty.
Mr. Sholl says, “Are they any the
wiser 7 I adwit that 19 oat of every
20 men wonld uot be any the wiser; but
the fear the manager will have is that the
twentieth man may turn up aud expose
any swindle which may be going on; and
that fear will keep the manager stmlght

Hon. R. F. SroLL: They would have
to take samples.

Hox. J. D. CONNOLLY: A man

! could form a very good idea of whether

there was 100,000 tons of ore in sight.
But there is a paragraph in the report
which meets the objection of Mr. Sholl
when he says that people must take
samples. The report says:—

That the Minister for Mines shall have

power to authorise an officer of the depart-
ment to take samples from any part of a
mining company’s property, and generally to
inepect any of the workings, records, and
books of the company; add also that the
Minister shall have power to compel any com-
pany to make and keep assay plana as well as
plans of the underground workings, showing
the real state of the mine and containing ail
the information respecting the mine workings
as supphed to the secretary of the company ;
and that these shall be open for inspection by
any sharcholder on production of his share
certificate or u» declaration that he has a
pecuniary interest in the company.
If this and the other recommendation I
have mentioned are carried out, it will do
a great deal to'revive confidence in mining
in Western Australia.

Howx. M. L. Moss: It will prevent the
industry getting the blame of what others
are doing in England.

Hox. J. I>. CONNOLLY : It will also
be a kindness to the English shareholders,
who seem to me to be a helpless lot to
allow these things to go on; and it
will, what is more to us, save the good
name of this State. There is another
matter in connection with the Iocal
registration of companies. We are pay-
ing something like two millions a year in
We ought to do everything
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this State as possible. At the present
time if you are a shareholder, when you
get your dividend, supposing it is a £100
dwxdend you have first of all deducted
1s. in the pound for English income tax.
Then instead of the local office being in
Western Australia it is generally in
Adelaide or in Melbourne. You take
vour cheque Lo the bank and they charge
you 17s. 6d. per cent. exchange, that is
£5 17s. 6d. per £100 deducted from you.
You have to pay the local dividend taxas
well. That is no inducement for Aus-
tralian shareholders to invest in a mine.
I have bad a cireular given me from
Loundon stating that tbe 1s. in the pound
is unlawfully deducted from Australian
shareholders because they are not resident
in England ; but the company in order to
save trouble pay in the total dividend
before they distribute to the sbare-
holders. If sharcholders send particulars
they are able to recover the ls. in
pound, less 25 per cent.; and a share-
holder here has to pay 25 per cent. to get
his own money. The Act should be so
amended that a company is compelled to
pay the proper dividend to the Aus-
tralian shurebolder. I have nothing
farther tosay. I trust when the new
Companies Bill is brought down it will
contain the recommendations of the
Comwmission ; and I recommmend to mem-
bers, if they have not vead the report of
the Boulder Perseverance Commission,
they will derive some startling informa-
tion by doing so.

At 6380, the Acrine Prrosipent left
the Chuair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Hown. W. T. LOTON (Eust): I desire
to express my congratulations to you, sir,
on being elected Acting President in
the absence of our respected President.
I believe we may expect Sir George
Shenton back very early in October, and
I hope be will arrive safely. I do not
intend to act upon the suggestion of Mr.
Kingsmill to move auy amendment to this
Address-in-Reply. 1 think the wording
of it is so colourless, it practically
expresses no opinion, and we may safely
vote upon it as it stands. 1 would
remind members that the wording of
it is:—

We, the Legislative Council of the Parlia-
ment of the State of Western Australia in

[20 Jery, 1905.]
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Parliament assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and
to thank Your Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to address to Parliament.

I think we have ample Jatitude to discuss

; the various clauses of the Speech, and to

criticiee it either adversely or in any
way we muy deem advisable. I wish to
be very Lrief in my remarks, because the
Speech has been dealt with very fully on
this occasion, and I think I may say on the
whole fairly. Whether the ecriticisms
have bern acceptable to the leader of the
House T am not aware, but there has
been no attack, at all events, this being a
non-party House. I hope we shall always
observe that; and whatever I may be pre-
pared to say, I shall say it in the same
spirit as that in which ¥ am uttering
these words. 'To start with, the first two
or three clauses of the Speech areina very
congratulatory tone. It says, our chief
industries, referring specially to the min-
ing, agricaltural, and pastoral indus-
tries, are in a very satisfactory condition.
After a start like that, one would have
expected at all events that the Speech
would not have continued in a very
different strain. In the very next clause
we have a could douche or wel blanket
cast upon us straight away :—

The finances of the State will require
your close at*ention. The revenue received,
although suimtantial in amount, has not been

sufficient during the year just ended to mect
all the demands made upon it.

The finances of the State during the last
11 months bave been in charge of the
Premier and Treasurer of this State, and
if they are in a condition requiring the
very close attention of Parliament it
seems to me the Government are re-
spousible for the position. To my mind
a statement like this in the very forefront
of the Speech is likely to have a very
dangerous effect upon this State, and the
words should not have appeared in this
Speech atall. Aninformation might have
been given later as to the deficieney,
without saving the fiounces will require
the very close attention of Parliament.
Thbat is what it menns, that they are in a
very unsatisfactory state. Pm(_tlcallv it
seems to rue that it is an admission that
the finances are so tangled and in such a
serious state that the Government want
Parliament to assist them to put them
right. They are not able to do it them-
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selves. That is a conclusion that inay be

readily arrived at from those words. !

[(Tae Coroniar Secrerary: To assist
in ecopomy.] Directly afterwards we
are told that the policy of the Govern-
ment is a policy of extra taxation, and a
policy of farther borrowing. These are
policies which I gather from the Speech.
In the first instance, as we are on the

question of finance I will deal very -

briefly with farther borrowing. After
the very unsatisfactorv results of the last
Joan, and seeing that from 75 to 80 per
cent. is still in the hands of the under-
writers—pructicaily about £250,000 has
been raised from the public funds
ouiside the colony, the remainder really
being underwritten and not raised
at all -~-what chance is there of this
State going into the loan warket
during the next 12 months with any
reasonable possibility of sueccess except
on the most disastrous terms? It seems
to me that the Government should have
followed out this question. But no ; they
propose estra taxation to meet the de-
ficieney and to provide for other expendi-
ture, and although the finances need close
attention, the Grovernment are prepared
10 go in for farther loans to the extent of
somewhere about £8,000,000. That is
what it amounts te. [How. C. E.
DempsrER: About 3% millions.] Say
three millions. I like to give them a
little maryin. Take the first item. It is
said practically we are prepared to spend
a million and a-balf in the purchase of
the Midlund Railway and its lands. I
am not prepared to discuse the merits
apd demerits of this schewe at all. It
would mean certainly an extra tndebted-
ness of 11 willions, and the money would
bave to be borrowed. According to the
correspondence that has pnssed between
the Premier and the representative of
the vendors, the terms would have to be
practically cash within 12 months, with
Interest at 4 per cent. in the meantime.
[TruE CoLoNiaL SECRETARY: Not neces.
sarily.] Not necessarily, but according
to the correspondence there is no question
of tuking Government stock; not in the
last letter.

Tee CorontaL Secrerary: Ob, yes,
theré should be.

Hon. W.T. LOTON: 1f the hon. mem-

her will look up the correspondence he will |

[COUNCIL.)
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see, I Lelieve, if my memovy is right, the
‘ concluding letter Lo the Premier 18 ——

. Tae CoroNiaL SECRETARY: Some-

l thing was omitted from that, I believe.
Hox. W. T. LOTON: Was it omitted

| from the correspondence to the agent of

i the vendor?

| Twee CorowNialL Secrerary: I do not

think so.

How. W. T. LOTON: One would bave
supposed that if the correspondence was
sent to the paper there would not be half
a sentence left out.
|  Tue CoroviaL SecereTarY: I believe
you read it in the Press.

Hon. W, T. LOTON: Yes.

Tre Coronian Secreravy: The
Press left out a line, so far as I under-
stand.

Hox. W. T. LOTON : Tt sevms to me
that no steps were taken to prevent the
necessity of going to the inoney market.
The indebtedness would be the same, 2t
any rate, If the indebtedness would be
apon Government bonds, there would be
no necessity to approach the London
money market.

Tae CoroNiaL SgcrETaBY: That is
the arrangement.

Hon, W. T. LOTON : Then we come
to the Midland Railway. I cannot
understand why, if the Government
came to the determination to reconmenid
| the purchase of this line and to en-

deavour to obtain the sanction of Parlia-
ment, they continue to withhold the re-
ports with regard to the state of the line
and its value. Why have not members
an opportunity of perusing those reports
and endeavouring to arrive at a decision ¥
The Government considered it them- -
selves, and have come to a decision upon
it. They have told the vendors they are
prepared to purchase, provided they canm
get the consent of Parliement. It seems
to me that the Government have some-
thing to hide, or else they are afraid of
! the decision they have arrived at in the
firgt instance. Nothing can be gained by
keeping this information back, because
as a matter of fact, in the present position,
if it goes no farther, if the option is
withdrawn or terminates without any-
thing being done, as to any objections
' that start in the future the Government

have established the basis of value, the
. lowest basis that will ever be submitted
to them, and they bave established
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the basis that the value of that line | All kinds of improvements, such as ring-

is5 a million and a-balf. What can
be gained by keeping the otber evidence

back? 1 do not wish to labour this
gquestion. I should be glid if we
bad the information at the earliest

time possible so that we can consider it.
I have entirely an opeu mind on the
matter. Tf it is a fair and reasonable
deal and desirable in'the interests of the
State, looking ahead as well as at the
present, the question to me will be
whether it is desirable to enter into the
purchase. I do vot desire to go into the
items in the Governor’s Speech in detail ;
because really, as a matter of faet, I can-
not myself, from the wmoderate experi-
ence 1 have in finantial matters and
political matters aiso to a certain extent,
sec how the Government can face the
money market to borrow after the disas-
trous result of the last loan. We shall
have to wait. These works will have to
stand in abeyauce. If we are going on
sound practical lines so as not to throw
the State back for years, we shall have to
wait to borrow woney. I do not think
many people like an income tax, but in
certain circunstances it becomes an
absolute necessity. It is the last tax of
any importance that is usually imposed;
and any Government bringing in a
measure of this kind should be prepared
to show it is absolutely necessary. If it
be s0, I shall be prepared to vote for it;
but unless I am convinced of the ahso-
lute necesgity of a tax of this kind, I shall
be prepared to oppose the measure. 1 do
_ not know what an uaimproved lund tax
ig. Like Mr. Randell, T do not believe
t?:ere is any such thing as an unimproved
land tax, unless the Government start at
the price the Crown fix on the land ju the
first, instance; and they will not do that
if they want. money. [THE CoLoNIAL
SecrETARY : There 15 the uuearned incre-

20 Jury, 1905.]

- months.

ment.] It would be one of the strongest

advertisements that the Government

could possibly publish to prevent
immigration to this State. The land
is the very place where we want

the people to seitle. We want the people
to settle on it, cultivate it, utilise it, and
improve it. We offer it on cheap, reason-
able terms, with a long time for payment ;
but any Government must realise that it
takes years before any return of any
value can be obtained from tke land.
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ing, clearing, ploughing, sowing, and
fencing, have to be done and cannot be
done in one year or two years. Several
years must elapse before a man, even if
he has a little capital, can get any return
from the soil; and if we have land taza-
tion, depend upon it we are not going to
draw people to this country to pay taxes
on land, and these are the people we
want. We do not wish to draw an
excessive population of working men,
because we are told that we already have
enough. We want the other class of
people, mainly the settlers on the land.
If a tax of this kind iz proposed, I shall
be prepared to oppose it most strongly
on these grounds. I think it would be
in the worst interests of this State to
impose it. Theve is no neceasity for it
It has been pointed out time after time
that the splendid revenue we have of
about three and a-half millions sheuld le
ample, if fairly and economically spent
in all directions. With the exception of
extensive public works of a reproductive
nature, such us railways or additions to
harbours, our expenditure should he
drawn from revenue. Even in the past
I do not think it has been good policy on
the part of the Governments who bave
attempted to comstruct avy considerable
lengths of railway out of public revenue;
because when they have started the
works they have had to fall back on loan
money, and very often they have had to
borrow money to recoup the revenue.
Money conld be well borrowed for such
works wben we can go to the money
market and show that we are prepared
to pay interest; but to borrow now, to my
mind, would be a disadvantage lo the
country. I question whether the loan
would even be locked at or recognised at
all now or in the near future, say twelve
[Me. Kinesmizn: The Pre-
mier says * eighteen months.”’] I do not
take very much notive of what the Pre-
mier sa¥s oh some occasions, or of some
of the paragraphs in this Speech. The
Speech is sv vague that it makes ome
wonder whether tbhe Government are
really in earnest, whether they really
mean buying the Midland Railway or
going in for extra works, or bringing
forward Bills for extra taxation. With
regard to ihe referendum as to whether
this House shall remain in existence or
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whether it shall be under o more liberal ;

franchise, I regard the franchise as liberal
ennugh; and T am prepared, so far as I
am concerned, to take a position of
responsibility in this matter. It bas been
pointed out on several occasions with
regard to the constitution of this House,
that there are ten provinces and that one
member out of the three for each pro-
vince goes up for re-election every second
year, so that if the people are desirous of
doing away with this House they can do
it within two years of any election. Next
year we will have an election in ten pro-
vinces; and if there is u desire to change
the franchise of this House or to doaway
with it altogether, the people can return
ten memkbkers in favour of its abolition,
and then in two years they can return
ten wore, and the House will be gone.
So why the need of a referendum ? There
is already a method of doing it. Captain
Laurie gave us an instance of a refer-
endum in Fremantle. We lad a more
important referendum than that, the one
that decided the question of Federation.
‘What was the result of that referendum ?
Every State was in favour of it and
we gut Federation; and now we have
been in the federation for four years,
and T venture to assert that two years
after the vote was taken if another
vote had been taken there would have
been a distinet change in the vote m
almost every Stute. If a vote had been
taken again, I do not believe there is a
State in the Commonwealth that would
have voted in favour of Federation. I
doubt if Victoria would. Tasmania
might; but I think that would be the
only State. I dn not see the uecessity for
a referendum. When the various Bills
proposed in this Speech come along, no
doubt every mewber will be prepared to
give them attention. Mr. McKenasie, in
moving the Address-in-Reply, referred to
the establishing of a Mint in this State,
and said that it never ought to have been
built and was pot paying expenses, and
that there was no chance of its doing so.
I have before me a brief return giving
the actual facts at the present time; and
it will show that Mr. McKenzie was
entirely wrong. I am surprised thata
member representing o mining industry
and living in a mining district should
have made such a statement. The Mint
was built in the interests of the mining
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people, and it is a great saving to them;
for they can send their small lots of gold
to it without the expense of having to
send them to other States, and they can
get value for the gold straight away.
[(Hon. W, KivasarLL: And can get the
refining done for practically nothing.] I
have the fizures till June, 1905. These
figures are up to date, and we have not
yet had the official financial returns for
that period.

TrE CoLoNtar SECRETARY: They will
be published to-morrow in the Govern-
ment Gazelte.

Hon. W. T. LOTON: The expendi.
ture on the Mint to the end of June,
1905, was £111,130 since its opening in
1899 ; and the revenue for the same
period was £133,848, the profit being
£22,718.  After paying all working
expenses and calculating interest on
cost at 3 per cent., the net profit to
June 30 was £13,022. If we cal-
culate interest at 42 per cent., giving
a little in excess of the average rate paid
on loans, and allow oue per cent. for
sinking fund deducted from the net
revenue, the profit to the end of June was
£8,174. I hope these tigures are satis-
factory to members. They distinetly
refute the statement that we should never
bhave built the Mint, and that it is never
likely to pay. I have said nothing about
the indirect profit. The Mint was built
in the interest of miners. Buppose we
had no Mint. Miners would have to
send their gold to the other States and
pay exchange upon it, and pay labour in
the other States, and puy more exchange
if the gold were returned, as it would be ;I
many mstances, to this State. The Mi
is a considerable saving in various ways,
aund it is a paying concern to the Govern-
ment. I only desire to add that I hope
the result of our deliberations this
gession will tend to the general advance-
ment of the State.

Tne COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hen, J. M. Drew): I wish to add my
voice to the chorus of regret at the
necessity for the absence of our esteemed
President. I can only hope, with other
members, that it will not be long before
Sir George Shenton returns to this House
thoroughly improved in bealth in every
respect. I also wish to congrutulate you,
sir, on the fact that you have been
appeinted to fill the position of Acting
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President during Sir George Shenton's !

absence, The fact that you have been
chosen is a recognition by the mewbers
of this House of the fact that you have
discharged the duties of Chairman with
ability and impartiality. I must also
acknowledge the fair and considerate
manuer in which the Address-in.-Reply
wng proposed and seconded. Both the
proposer and seconder showed a keen
appreciation of the difficulties under
which the Government labour, seeing
that we entered office without Mini-
sterial experience. I think the mover
and seconder made all proper conces-

sions necessary under the circumstances. :

The criticism of the Government has
been very free, but 1 cannot say it has
been unfair, and no unworthy motives
have been imputed. Oun the whole, from
my experience, even the adverse com-
ments on the present Administration
have not been stronger or more viplent
than those which have been pussed on
preceding Governments. There is one
matter on which many members have
spoken, that is in regard to the finances.
No doubt the reference in the Governor’s
Speech to the financial position, saying
that the finances of the State will require
your close attention, has induced mem-
bers to direct particular attention to the
finances, and some members have stated
that the Government have been guilty of
gross extravagance. I deny that charge.
When we presented to Parliament the
Estimates for the past year, every mem-
ber knows that we anticipated a deficit
of £52,000; the year closed with an
actual deficit of £46,000, and I say that

we entered office, what did we discover?
That the previous Government bad wade
certain promises and pledges, and we
were boand to recognise those promises
and pledges. [How. W. KinNesMmILL:
What were they?] Had we been in
office in the previous Murch, this deficit
would not have arisen. The promises
and pledges were made in reference to
public works in various constituencies,
and we felt bound to respect those
promises and pledges. We did not
respect every pledge made by the late
Government, but we did respect
many of them. T say that even now
our position is no worse than that of

the Qovernment which preceded us; , purchase from the very start.
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for the previous Administration started
the year 1908 with a credit balance of
£231,000, and at the beginning of the next
financial year that balance had dwindled
to £83,363. There wasa deficiency in the
administration of public affairs under
the James Government amounting to
£148,296. [Hox. W.KinasyiLL: They
were working on a surplus.] They were
working on # surplus, and they got
through it quickly. T ask members not
to condemn the present Government on
account of the financial position, unless
they are prepared also to condemn the
James Government for their financial
management. The previous Grovernment
went back in one fnancial year £148,000.
We have gone back nearly that wuch in
the last year, but it was owing to the fact
that we bad to recognise the pledges
made by our predecessors. In addition,
we were more heavily handicapped by
the previous Glovernment, for there was
tncreased expenditure over which we had
no control, and our interest bill was
increased by £49,000 for the year. There
were also arrears due to the Saviogs
Bank on account of the previous Govern-
ments not having made any settlement
with the Federal Government in regard
to taking over the Savings Bank business,

* and we were pledged to pay the amount

that was due. The balance due was
£17,068. In addition to that there has
been a falling off in the revenue during
the last vear amounting to £37,346,
making a total of £103.414 by which we
were handicapped as against the previous
Administration. Sn that if members

. consider the financial position, they will
deficit was nooe of our making. When

" [How. W. T. Lorox:

admit that we had extraordinary diffi-

culties in our path, also that we were
young iwen untried in office; and I
think that even if members consider that
the deficit with which we ended the year
was larger than it ought to be, they should
be prepared to admit that at any rate we
did creditably under the circumstances.
Why draw special
attention to the finances in the Governor’s
Speech ¥7  When the Governor's Speech

. was prepared. we were not aware of the

state of the finances, as the books had not
been balanced. In reference to the Mid-
land Railway Company, there was a
disposition on the part of some members
of this House to condemn the proposed
They did
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not know the value of the railway and | decision, we did not give to Parliament

the lands, but still some members were

prepared to condemn the proposal. Asa

matter of fact, up to one month ago there
was not a solitary sonl who knew the
exact value of the Midland Railway Com-
pany’s concession. [How. R. F. SsOoLL:
‘What was it valued at on the London
Stock Exchange? £1,053,000.] Mem-
bers might have formed some fairly
accarate idea as to the value of the railway
and the rolling-stock, but no one knew the
quality of the land within the Company’s
concession. W hen theoffer of the property
was made to us at one and a balf millions,
we did not know wbether that was a fair
price or not, but we appointed an officer
in the Engineer's Department to value
the railway, and we sent two of our most
trusted officers—Mr. Paterson, of the
Agricultural Bank, and the Surveyor
General-—to make s thorough classifica-
tion of the whole of the land, and it took
those gentlemen four months to decide
what some mmembers here were prepared
to decide in two minutes, as to the value
of that land. [Hown. J. D. CoxvoLLy:
What is the value of the land?] I am
not going to say. Various statements
have been made in the criticisms of
wembers, but it is not my intention to
reply to them on this occasion. The
same reason which justified the Govern-
ment in asking members not to condemn
the report at the present time will justify
me in refraining from giving certain in-
formation to wembers, which [ might do
"in the course of my reply on this occasion.
I have voluminons notes in connection
with the matter, but I bave pigeon-holed
them carefully. Tt has been said the
Government must have sowething to
hide in opposing the production of the
reports which have been asked for.
‘Well, if members think so, let them
insist on the production of the reports;
but in that case the Goveronment
will not accept responsibility. We do
not want to arm the Midland Railway
Company with all the information
we are possessed of, when there seems
te be an extreme probability that
the whole thing will be off. [Hown. W.
T. Loron: You have fized the value.}
We did that in order to put the proposal
before Parliament; and .we would be
unworthy of public: trust if, after receiv-
ing the report and coming to a certain

an opportunity of saying whether the
tailway and lands should be purchuased or
not. Mr. Piesse severely slated the pre-
sent Government and the past Govero-
ment for refusing to trunsform home-
stead farms into C.P. selections. Section
80 of the Laund Act states tbe con-
ditions under which homestead blocks
are liable to forfeiture. The previvus
Minister for Tands framed a regu-
lation carrving out the spirit of the
Act, and when I became Minister in
suecession 10 him I firmly adhered to the
action he had taken. A homestead is a

farin that is given for one purpose, in

order that a man should make s home
there. I may tell the House that it costs
£5 to survey une of the homestead blocks,
and that work iz done free by the Govern-
ment. Members will see that the object
of enabling the conversion of a homestead
farm into a C.P. selection is that a large
number of persons are net qualified to
take them up; and if we were to convert
homestead blocks into C.P. selections,
the holder of such a block would be abletio
traffic in the land and perbaps transfer
it to a large landowner, wbich can-
not be done mnow. I shall stromgly
oppose the conversion of homestead
blocks into C.P. selections in order
to enable the holder of a howmestead
farm to traffic with somebody else in
regard to that land. Sir K. H, Wit-
tenoomr and Mr. Haynes referred to
what Canada was doing in the way of
immigration. I may inform members
that Canada does not grant free, assisted,
or nominated passages to immigrants.
The principal ports in Canada at whiclf
immigrants arrive are Quebec and
Montreal, which are ice-bound from
November to February in each year. The
ngual steerage fare from Europe is £3,
sometimes as high as £5 10a. No free
railway tickets ure given to immigrants;
but when they airive they are supplied
with all information in connection with
the country ; and housing accommeodation
is provided free of charge. They have to
pay for everthing else. Winnipeg is the
greut wheat-growing centre, and the
lowest fare from a European port to
Winnipeg is £8, and there is the cost of
living while travelling on the railway.
When an immigrant reaches Winnipeyg,
he has something like 200 miles to go to
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reach the land, in some cases; and often
the land is 20 to 60 wiles from a railway.
In the case of an imwigrant coming to
Western Australia, he has only to travel
on the railway from Fremantle about 150
miles to the land and, if a selector, he
gets a free pass on the railway; mot in
the first instance, but if he takes up land
and pays a deposit of 50 per cent. in excess
of the railway fare, his fare is refunded.
The bed-rock sum for which an assisted
immigrant from England can get to the
land is £15 in Canada as against £7 10s.
in Western Australia.

How. M. I. Moss: How wmany came
from England to Western Australia last
year ?

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY: A
good many are cuming now; more than
we are prepared for. That is the trouble
which was referred to by Mr. Hamersley.
There is at present no means adopted for
meeting and assisting immigrants on their
arrival. A few weeks ago a married
couple came to the State and landed with
5s. 1n their pockets; and very desirable
settlers I think they will make in the
course of time. We have no machinery
in existence for dealing with such people;
for housing them, or providing them with
foed until they can secure work. It is
my intention te do whatever I can to
carry out the wise supgestion made by
Mr. Hamersley. It has been stated that
the Labour party is opposed to an increase
of population; but it has no such preju-
dice. The party is strongly opposed to
the introduclion to Western Australia of
a pauper population. [Hown. M. L. Moss:
We all object to that.] Then the hon.
mernber is quite in sympathy with the
Labour party. It has been objected that
immigration has been totally omitted
from His Excellency’s Speech. That is
80, because the Government were await-
ing the report of the Immigration Com-
tnigsion, which bhas just come to hand.
Very severe criticisms have been levelled
ab the conduct and the resnlt of the
operations of that Commission; but I
agsure members that the information the
Commission has obtained will prove of
valuable service in the administration of
the Tands Department, and will have a
great effect on agricultural develop-
ment.

Hox. W. KinasuriL: Will the report
be worth the money paid for it?
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Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think so. It cost only about £1,400.
That is a very small amount.

Hon. W, KivgsmirL: Does that in-
clude everything ? The return does oot
say so.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
bave a more Tecent return, in which that
is stated. Mr. Kingsmill wanted to know
what steps we intended to take with
reference o the proposed University. The
matter has never been discussed. I do
not know whether the hon. member takes
any intense interest in it, for he never
approached this Government in connec-
tion with it. T dare say he exercised his
influence while he was a member of a
previous Government. So far, we have
heard nothing from the hoard appointed
to control the enterprise. [How. J. D.
Connorry: Is Mr. Kingsmill a member
of the board ?] I cannot say whether he
is. {Hown. W. KrNasmivL: No; he is not.]
A Jarge endowment of land, worth
£128,000 I think, was granfed for the
purpose of this University ; and no doubt
the Government will be only too glad to
know for what purpose this endowment
is being used. [How. W, KINgsMILL:
Why do you not ask the Premier P] The
Premier says he has never been ap-
proached by anyone on the guestion.
[How. J. D. Coxnorry: The Premier is
on the board.] As toa sanatorium for con-
sumptives, some two months ago I had a
reserve selected by experts, in the vicinity
of Mahogany Creek. The financial ques-
tion has now to be considered; and I
hope to be able to give Mr. Kingsmill
additional information within the next
three or four weeks. The Government
had decided to spend some mouney on a
similar sapatorium at Coolgardie; but [
found that some £300 would be neces-
sary, and that the benefit would be only
temporary. ‘The question now arises
whether 1t is advisable to spend £900
there while we are faced with the neces-
sity of having to put up a much larger
sapatoriom in the not distant future. On
that point we have not yet come to any
decision. Mr. Moss scathingly criticises
the fact that the Grovernment appointed
some Royal Commissions during the past
12 months. It was, said be, a gross abuse
of the powers of Government, Mr. Moss
was associated with a Government that had
a particular leaning to the appointment
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of Royal Commissions.

also condemmed our action. [Howv. W.

KixnasmiiL: Those Commissions did not |

include members of Parliament,] Mem-
bers of Parliament also; very large fees
members of Parliament drew from those
Commissions during the term of office
of the James and Leake Governments.
I have here the names of a few of
those commissions: Railways and Coal
Mines, Collie Coal, Cuolgardie Water
Scheme, Donnybrook Stone,

[COUNCIL.]

Mr. Kingsmill |

|
|

Fifth day.

amount voted by Parliament. During
the preceding year there was only, I
think, £125 spent. From the 30th June,
1904, to the same date 1905 we spent
£15,817.

Hoxn, M. L. Moss: That must be in-
correct, because I kmow there was £2,000
spent on a bore.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: I

* do not want to make u point of that, but
" simply mention it to show that we are

Puablic -

Service—which cost some thousands of .

pounds — Metvopolian  Sewerage and
Water Supply, Spear-Parker, Forestry,
Mining and Italian Labour, Sanitation
and Ventilation of Mines, and Aborigines.

Hoxn. W. KingsminL: How much did
the members of Parliament get ?

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
remember reading of one member who
drew as much as £124.

How. M. L. Moss: I do not think I
was in the Gtovernment when ove of those
Commissions was appointed.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Then the hon. member can scarcely bave
been in the Government at all, according
to the dates I have here.

Hor. M. L. Moss: I was in it for only
12 months, T think, and then only as an
honorary Minister.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Ocean Freights Commission was appointed
by the present Government for the
following reason. A select committee
of another place investigated the matter,
and at the conclusion of last session
it had failed to complete its labours,
and the work would have been
valueless uunless some other steps had
been taken ; so the Government appointed
a Commission of three to complete that
investigation. The appointment of Dr.
Roth was not originally made by the
present Government, although the Gov-
ernment were formally obliged to gazette
his appointment as commissiouer. For
his appointment the preceding Ad-
ministration were tesponsible. [Hon.
W. Kinesnrni: He is not a member of
Parliament.] Mr. Moss asked what
the Giovernment proposed to do to relieve
the congestion in the Fremantle Lunatic
Agylum. We intend to spend this year
something like £40,000 on the Claremont
Home for the Insane. During last year
we spent £15,317—£317 in excess of the

doing the best we can. We are to spend
£40,000 this year, and cannot now atford
more. Mr. Moss drew attention to the
need for amending Sections 41 and 42 of
the Stawmp Act. I shall inform the
Treasurer of this matter; and if, as Mr.
Moss points out, a promissory note is
invalid if not stamped on the date of
making, T think that is a serious matter,
and that an amending Act should be
passed with the leust possible delay. Mr.
Hajynes said an effort should be made to
bring about 2 reduction in the fares of
immigrants from the old country. [How.
8. J. Havyes: That was only a sugges-
tion.] The Government have forestalled
the hon. member, with the result thut
instead of £15 being charged as pre-
viously, the passage money is mnow
£13 10s., and it will be possible for any
immigrant to come here from the old
country for £5 10s, with Government
assistance,  Mr. Clarke referred to the
Aborigines Bill; and I am pleased to
state to-night thal the Bill will be intro-
duced in the very same form, save for a
few additions, as it was last session
when it left the Legislative Council for
another place. The Government have
gone carefully into the amendments madé
by this Chamber; we have had some
farther reports, and we have concluded
that the amendments are wise and abso-
lutely necessary.

Ho~. G. Rawveun: What about the
appointment of Dr. Roth ?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: Dr.
Roth has never made any application to
the Government for appointment. There
will be some additions to that Bill
for the purpose of disarming natives—
preventing them from carrying guns
and rifles. If members can suggest any
other amendments for the protection
of the white race from the natives, whom
T do not at all regard as lambs, the sup-
gestivus will be considered. I have hud
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gsome experience of natives, some of
whom I think are very crafty and
treacherous. Every precaution must be
taken not only to prutect the natives but
to protect the whites who are endeavour-
ing to obtuin a living in the northern
parts of this State. Mr. Randell referred
to the fact that an expenditure of
£16,966 on harbours and rivers ap-
peared under the head of loan, In
consequence of that statement I made
inquiries, and discovered that the item
always appears under that heading ; that
the money expended on improvements to
harbours and rivers is always expended
out of loan.
for many years.

question that.

am assored that is so. Various other

matters bave been debuted by members. © [ 13400 o0dy: but the Midland Railway

As to the proposed tax on unimproved
land values, some member said it would
deter land settlement. But the Govern-
ment do not contemplate imposing any
tax on conditicnal purchasers; therefore
any man who takes up a conditional
purchase—say three months hence, when

this tax will probably be in force—will ! August.

be free from such taxation for the next
20 years.

How. A. DempstER: What about the
cash applicant ?

Tae COLONIAL
Only a small percentage of applicants is
ever prepared to put down cash. Infact,
anyone who comes along with cash is
regarded with grave suspicion. I will

[20 Jurv, 1905.]

That has been the custom -

Adjournment. 269
Question—that the Address-in-Reply
be agreed to—put and passed on the
voices.
PRESENTATION OF ADDRESS.

On motion by the CoLONIAL SECRETARY,
the Acting President was anthorised to
present the Address to His Excellency
the Governor.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message received from the Governor,
assenting to Supply Bill

ADJOURNMENT.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY

~ moved, “ That the House at its rising do
Hox. G, RavpeELrn: I am inclined to -

adjourn until Wednesday next.”
How.J. D.CONNQOLLY : What could

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY: I = Dbeready for Wednesday next?

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
was impossible to say whether anything

question might have to be discussed. If
we adjourned until Tuesday week, that
would be tantamount to saying to the
country that we were not prepared to
discuss the Midland Railway. The
option expired on the 31st July, and
Tuesday week would be the lst of
If the presence of country

members was required, he would

© gommunicate with them by telegraph,

SECRETARY:

but he did not think they would have to
come down. Those members living in
the city might attend on Wednesday, for

. they might be required on that or the
. following day.

not discuss such subjects as old age -

pebeions. I shall have ample oppor-

tunity when the Bills come before this '

Chamber. Various other subjects bave

been touched; but I do not think it

wise or necessary to discuss them now.
Ample opportunity will be afforded
members who want to see the Bills and
study the clauses of the measures which
it is proposed to bring before the House.
I thank members, in conclusion, for the

very reasonable criticism of our pro-

gramme. I hope a great many members
will change their minds before I have an
opportunity of presenting the Bills to the
House, and that I shall receive strong
support when the measures are hefore
members,

|
|

Question passed.
The House adjourped at 835 o’clock,
until the next Wednesday,

L o



